
I United States Patent and Trademark Offtcr 



APPLICATION NO. 
09/582,026 



FILING DATE 
06/21/2000 



25944 7590- 05/18/2004 

OLIFF & BERRIDGE, PLC 
P.O. BOX 19928 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320 



FI RST NAMED IN VENTOR 
KEIJI KASHIMA 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMEI&e' 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3- 1 450 
www.uspto.gov 



| ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 
106552 



CONFIRMATION NO. 
6561 



EXAMINER 



NGUYEN, DUNG T 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2871 

DATE MAILED: 05/18/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 
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09/582,026 ' 
Examiner ^~ 
Dung Nguyen 



Applicant(s) 

KASHIMA, KEIJI 



Art Unit 

2871 



Period for' RepT^ ""T C ° mmuntCation a ^ ears cover sh eet w,th the correspondence aLess - 
T^S ' 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended r*riX ^ < 6 > M °N™S from the mailing date of this communication. 

Any reply received by the Office later than Wee months a Z2S™S« W tal0tome ^ MNED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b) 9 * commun ' ca "°n. even if timely filed, may reduce Iny 

Status ■ v 

1)ISI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 February ?nna 
2a)EJ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final 

3 r!.^^ aPP "f jS ,n C ° nditi0n f0f a,,0WanCe 6XCept f ° r forma ^atte re , prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 o.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims ; 

4)IEl Claim(s) ±21 is/are pending in the application. 

3b0Ve C ' aim(S) 2 ' 3 ' 5 *' 1113 and 1 *- 1fi is/are ^"drawn from consideration ' 
5M Claimfe) 4. 10. 14.15 anrl 1Q ic/ a r Q Q n», Yrf1 ", - 

6)13 Claim(s) 1^0ahd21 is/are rejected. • . 

-7^B-Glaim(s) ___ -is/are-objectedtoT 



8) D _ Claim(s) aresubject to restriction and/6r election. requirement..- " " . 
Application Papers ; ., 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on ___ is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

1 1) 1-1 ThToToT, d T n v Sheet(S i inClUdin9 C ° rreCti0n " reqUired if ^ draWin ^ S ) iS * See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 
,11)D The oath ordeclarat.on ,s objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

^Acknowledgment is made o^ ' . 

aMAII b)D Some *c)D None of: " ( M J W ' 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No - 

3. H Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this~^t7onal Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)) 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 



Attachment(s) 

Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) U Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date u/bb/ua; 
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4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

« Paper No(s)/Mail Date: ^_ . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other; , 




Application/Control Number: 09/582,026 ' , Pa e 2 

Art Unit: 2871 

DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's amendment dated 02/1 8/2004 has been received and entered. By the 
amendment, claims 1, 4,10, 14M5 and 19-21 are now pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The text of those sections of Title 35„ U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 1,20 and 21 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C.' ^ 102(b) as being anticipated by . | 
Heinze, US Patent No." 5,751,385 as stated in the previous office action. ' 

As stated in the office action dated 08/20/2003, the ^ above claims are anticipated by > 
HeinzeTfi^ireni^ 4 which disclose a liquid" costal "display (LCD) device' comprising: . * ' 
. a dichroic circular polarizing layer (52); ' 
. an LCD cell (48); ' ' . . 

• a circular polarization separation layer (44); . ■ • 

. a light absorbing layer (42); . .. • 

a light source (lamp). 

Response to Arguments : 
3. Applicant's arguments filed 02/18/2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive as follow: 



Applicant contends that, regarding claim 1, Heinze does not disclose each and every 
feature of claim 1 (amendment, page 11) since Heinze disclose a cyan circular polarizer which is 
different from Applicant's dichroic circular polarizing layer (amendment, page 10). The 
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Art Unit: 2871 • ■ . ' . . 

Examiner is not convinced by this argument since the same is.tme of the Heine's circular 
polarizing layer; It should be noted that dichroic circular polarizing layer have a function of .. 
blocking certain color of light while allowing others to pass through ^ 
circular polarizer is just a kind of the dicliroic circular polarizer. Therefore, such Heinze's cyan 
circular polarizer and the Applicant's dichroic circular polarizer layer would be the same as well. 

Accordingly, the rejected of claims 1, 20 and 21 stand- 

Allowable Subject Matter '■■ 
4 - Claims 4, 1 0, 1 4- 1 5 and 1 9 are allowed. '., '.' : ■ ; . /' r- . 
5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of a ^^ 



none of the prior art of record discloses or suggests alone or in combination that aJiquid crystal 
display device.comprising a dichroic ciici^^i^ polarization separation 
layer, an LCD cell having, an. effect of shifting a circularly polarized light pha^ of incident light 
substantially by 0 to * when electricar field is applied to the liquid ; .crystal layer so as to change ' ' 
the retardation value thereof as set forth in claim 4. , ' 



, - Conclusion 

6 



' Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. . See MP EP § 706.07(a), 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in. 3 7 CFR1. 136(a). 

. ; A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within T WO 
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MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory , period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for. reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the .date of this 
final action. . 



, Any inquiry concerning this commumcafion or earlier Communications from the ■ 
examiner should be directed to Dung Nguyen whose telephone number is i 57 1-272-2297. ' The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. \ 
^atten^ptsTore^ 



supervisor, Robert H. Kim can be reached on 571-272-2293. The fax phone number for the ; ' 

organization wherethis application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent - . 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for Unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about, the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.g6v, Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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